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Advocacy for
Inclusive Education
— Sudurpaschim
Province

Major Data -
Sudurpaschim
Province

Education

Dropout rate (Grades 6-8). 21-22%
(national average 14-15%)

Dalit children never attending school:
Above 27% (Terai Dalits)

Literacy rate: 67.4% among Dalits vs 76.2%
Nnational average

Higher education attainment: Only 1.6% of
Dalits reach bachelor’s level or above

FEDQO, in collaboration with the Journey of
Hope Foundation and FjS, organized an
interaction  program  with  provincial
ministers, education officials, civil society,
and journalists to advocate for the inclusion
of Dalit and marginalized children’s
educational needs in Sudurpaschim’s
policies and annual budget. The initiative
emphasized evidence-based advocacy and

inclusive policy reform. ..
POlcY Health & Nutrition

By grounding the dialogue in these figures, Stunting (under-5): 28-29% vs national 25—
the initiative reinforced the urgency of IS

eV eCle ettt peslaieleleclaRel - nctional difficulty (ages 2-17): 12% vs
ensure that Dalit and marginalized children [y A

CICa e S g eyllg e ig e Vec e ol lael /5 nutrition prevalence: 45-50% among
development, and that Sudurpaschim’s g IESISIone

provincial framework responds directly to
these disparities.
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Capacity Building
for Frontline
Leaders - Kaski

FEDO organized a capacity-building
program in Kaski for frontline leaders,
their
understanding of Dalit issues, advocacy

focusing on  strengthening
approaches, and grassroots challenges.

The session provided a space for

experience sharing and collective
reflection, where participants discussed
ground realities, identified key gaps, and
explored strategies to address ongoing
challenges. Emphasis was placed on
teamwork, coordination, and
strengthening local-level advocacy
efforts. The program supported the
development  of informed,
connected, and frontline

leadership,

nmore
resilient

contributing to sustained

efforts toward social justice and

community transformation.
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Lumbini Provincial

Network
Strengthening and
Orientation

In Lumbini Province, FEDO implemented a
series of programs, including a Provincial
Network Meeting with representatives from
all 12 districts, interactions with frontline
leaders and elected women representatives,
and monitoring visits with women's groups.

facilitated shared
learning, coordination, and collective follow-
up, strengthening efforts toward livelihood
improvement and social justice. FEDO also
conducted

These engagements

voter education awareness
campaigns in rural municipalities, enhancing
understanding of voting rights and electoral
processes among Dalit and marginalized
their

participation in democratic spaces.

women, and promoting active
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Monitoring Visit and Policy
Dialogue - Madhesh Province
and Lumbini Province

FEDO conducted a monitoring visit The interaction brought together
and discussion-interaction program elected women representatives,
in Madhesh and Lumbini Province ward members, frontline leaders,
focusing on the meaningful and women's group members,
participation of Dalit women in creating a platform for dialogue on
policy-making processes. their roles and engagement across
political, economic, and educational
spheres. Participants shared
experiences, identified existing
gaps, and discussed strategies to
strengthen leadership and

decision-making participation of
Dalit women.

The  program  contributed to
fostering inclusive governance and
representation, while reinforcing
the importance of ensuring Dalit
women’'s voices are reflected in
policy spaces.
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Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue on
Caste-Based Discrimination in
Agri-Food Systems
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Marking the International Day for the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination 2026, FEDO, in
collaboration with FAO Nepal, the
Government of Nepal, and the National
Dalit Commission, co-organized a
multi-stakeholder dialogue on
inclusion and caste-based
discrimination in agri-food systems.

The dialogue
representatives

brought together
from government
agencies, civil society, development
partners, and grassroots organizations
to examine persistent inequalities
within  Nepal's agricultural systems.
Discussions highlighted how unequal
access to land, markets, agricultural
services, and economic opportunities
continues to  marginalize  Dalit

communities particularly women
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limiting both their participation and
the sector’s overall productivity.

Participants emphasized that
addressing these structural barriers is
essential for building inclusive, resilient,
and sustainable agri-food systems. Key
priorities identified included ensuring

equitable  resource access, and
strengthening livelihoods, and
promoting enabling the policy

environments.
The initiative reinforced the
importance of collective action and
inclusive policy-making, marking an
important step toward addressing
systemic discrimination and advancing
social justice within Nepal's agri-food
sector.
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Marking the International Day for the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination

On March 21, Feminist Dalit
Organization (FEDO) marked the
International Day for the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination through a
series of rallies and community-led
programs across all proviences.

The programs brought together
Dalit women, youth, community
members, activists, and local
stakeholders, creating a unified
platform to raise awareness on the
persistent realities of caste-based
discrimination and its impact on
dignity, rights, and social inclusion.
Through coordinated actions at the
local level, participants engaged in
public demonstrations, dialogues,
and awareness activities, amplifying
collective demands for justice and

equality.

Lumbini Province

Madhesh Province

These events not only highlighted the
structural and everyday forms of
discrimination faced by Dalit
communities but also emphasized the
importance of solidarity and collective
action in addressing these challenges.
By mobilizing voices across provinces,
FEDO reinforced the message that the
fight against discrimination must be
both locally rooted and nationally
unified.
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Across Seven Provinces

Throughout February and March, FEDO
intensified its voter education campaign
across  provinces, recognizing  that
informed citizens are the foundation of an
inclusive  democracy. These efforts
connected communities especially Dalit
women and marginalized groups with
their civic rights and responsibilities,
ensuring that their voices are not only
heard but also translated into meaningful

participation in governance.

Through community-based awareness
sessions, dialogues, and trainings, FEDO
worked extensively with Dalit women,
youth, and marginalized groups to
strengthen their understanding of voting
rights, democratic  processes, and
informed decision-making. In places like
Chaukune, Surkhet, women gathered at
the community level many for the first
time to openly discuss their political rights
and responsibilities. They translated into
active participation, with many first-time
voters confidently casting their votes. This
shift from hesitation to participation marks
a critical step toward inclusive

democracy, where historically excluded
communities are not just voters, but
informed decision-makers shaping the
political landscape.

Complementing these grassroots efforts,
FEDO also undertook  policy-level
advocacy, submitting formal
recommendations to political parties to
ensure that Dalit women's issues are
reflected in election manifestos. This dual
approach working both at the community
and policy levels reinforces FEDO's
commitment to systemic change and
governance. Further
strengthening political engagement, a
two-day Political Mentorship Program in

inclusive

Bara and Udayapur supported women
and youth in building leadership skills,
political awareness, and  advocacy
strategies. Through mentorship and
dialogue, participants were encouraged to
take on active roles in decision-making
spaces, bridging the gap between

awareness and leadership.
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Strengthening Voter Awareness
Across Seven Provinces '

+977-015443986 dms.fedo@gmail.com www.fedonepal.org



Strengthens Women and Youth
Leadership

FEDO conducted a two-day Political Mentorship Program in Bara and Udayapur,
bringing together mentors and mentees to strengthen political leadership and civic
engagement among women and youth. The program focused on enhancing
participants’ understanding of governance structures, legal frameworks, and
advocacy strategies, while also building skills in leadership, political awareness, and
effective commmunication. Through interactive sessions and dialogue, participants
were encouraged to critically engage with existing political processes and identify
pathways for meaningful participation.

The initiative aimed to nurture a network of confident and informed leaders,
particularly from Dalit and marginalized communities, who are equipped to
influence policy, advocate for rights, and contribute to social change, grounded in
the principles of inclusion and intersectionality.
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Advancing Equality through CEDAW
Orientation and Youth Dialogue

FEDO organized a Bagmati Province-level Network Meeting, followed by
an orientation for elected women representatives and key stakeholders
on the recommendations of the Seventh CEDAW Periodic Report. The
program aimed to strengthen understanding of gender equality
commitments, women's rights, and accountability mechanisms, and to
support their implementation at provincial and local levels.

The engagement also featured a strategic dialogue with youth and Gen Z
leaders from the Dalit community, fostering intergenerational learning,
exchange of perspectives, and collective reflection. Participants discussed
shared responsibilities in advancing inclusive governance, equality, and
rights-based advocacy, contributing to stronger and more coordinated

action.
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Capacity Building on « _ye
Women'’s Rights, Livelihood Support

SN e ol for Women''s
and Proposal Financial

Development |ndependence

FEDO conducted a two-day Capacity
Building Training for Provincial Network FEDO continued its efforts to promote
Members, creating a dynamic platform for economic empowerment and
experience sharing, peer learning, and skills resilience by supporting community
enhancement. The training covered women's women in  Udayapur and Bara
rights, legal rights, fundraising, local resource districts  through targeted cash
mobilization, proposal development, transfer  initiatives. The  support
planning, and documentation.  With enabled women to invest in and
guidance from the trainer, participants expand  their small businesses,
explored key concepts, practiced drafting strengthening  their capacity to
proposals, and collaboratively developed generate income and support their
action plans to sustain and strengthen households.

district-level  initiatives.  The  training This initiative highlights the growing
contributed to building a more resilient, self- number of economically empowered

reliant, and impactful grassroots network. women who are driving change
within their families and communities.

By enhancing financial independence,

the program contributes to advancing

dignity, self-reliance, and sustainable
'-*‘.Elivelihoods among Dalit and
"~ _marginalized women. .-
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FEDO stood in solidarity with activists and community members at Maitighar, calling
for a transparent investigation and immediate justice for Inisha BK. The protest
highlighted ongoing concerns around violence against women and girls, particularly
those fromn marginalized communities.

Through this action, FEDO reaffirmed its commitment to accountability, justice, and
survivor-centered approaches, emphasizing that impunity for violence must end. The
demonstration served as a collective call to authorities to ensure timely legal action
and protection of rights, while also raising broader awareness on the need to address
systemic violence.
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PRESS RELEASE
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Head Office: Kupondole, Lalitpur, Nepal, G.P.O. Bow: 4366 (KTM), Tel.: 01-5543986, Tel./Fax: 4977-1-5520982
Email:feda cn'.’.‘l‘z-nau com, Website: warw. fedonepal org

FEDO released a press release to
draw serious attention to the rape
and murder case of teenager
Inisha B.K. in Surkhet.
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Multi-stakeholders Dialogue On inclusion And Coste
Based Discrimination In Agrilood Systems

FAO Nepal Leads Dialogue to Address Caste-Based Inequality in Agri-Food
Systems
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=F8yRtj_JpXw8s69Z&fbclid=IwY2xjawRML_pleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe1_JX7G2WBYWgLWuRa1a2asDAoJ3qwNw57b3xtD6bMQXJFa82qpFFb5jLKxo_aem_5cooc14VwRkKggYboR-XvQ&v=samQ6MUTkC0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.manavaawaj.com/laws-exist-but-implementation-is-lacking-debate-over-dalit-womens-participation/?fbclid=IwY2xjawRMMEhleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeX3fcA_tS-G399jYuVjzrGotIce2j-zbWtHEDZuV92uTuPw4v7HlIW2iRt8Y_aem_RMQOREMNvdobKe4pzR5F9A
https://www.ecospherenews.com/detail/1782?fbclid=IwY2xjawRMMLtleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe1ZV8rUyk9QcOK3pdWLQ8a3EDsWwxl5hpLXzKGzaReR3fPWI4ADQ2OtE_IJw_aem_s54hAYterellxmI9CFxhWw
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