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On 15–16 August, FEDO organized a
two-day discussion program on the
Draft Bill 2082 concerning the rights
and development of the Dalit
community from a women/gender
perspective. The program brought
together Members of Parliament,
leaders from various political parties,
and experts for intensive consultations
on the draft law under Article 40 of the
Constitution regarding fundamental
rights. Following in-depth discussions
and meetings between the
government and stakeholders, the
conclusion was reached to move
forward promptly.
The discussions centered on a
coordinated, multi-actor strategy to
ensure the bill’s passage through
political consensus and sustained
public engagement. Participants called
for a participatory drafting process,
involving Dalit leadership networks and 

Dalit Empowerment Bill: Drafting for
Inclusive Institutionalized Transformation

grassroots organizations to build
legitimacy and momentum.  A
proposal was made to establish a
permanent Dalit Development
Authority to oversee implementation
and ensure accountability.  It was
noted that marginalized status should
not be conflated with minority status,
and that the bill must guarantee
explicit inclusion across all sectors.
Strategic engagement with diplomatic
bodies was proposed to elevate the
issue as a shared national agenda.
A clear timeline was outlined, with a
three-year target for passing the bill
and a ten-year framework for
monitoring its impact. FEDO
reaffirmed its commitment to
sustained advocacy, coalition-building,
and amplifying the voices of Dalit
communities in Nepal’s legislative
process.

दलित समुदायको अधिकारसम्बन्धी एकीकृ त कानुन बनाउन मागMore on:

https://ekantipur.com/news/2025/08/16/demand-for-a-unified-law-on-the-rights-of-the-dalit-community-07-56.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawN69sJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEehNEW6MWlc2TYRx713v-sF0igrcFPO0sdkeOSogQsQpUCSWo35ng2Sz47oII_aem_-WqeRXc5EjOwAT7WzCBK-A
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In a powerful step toward inclusive governance, FEDO, in collaboration with Ilam
Municipality’s Ward No. 7, organized a two-day capacity-building training for elected
women representatives. The municipality’s decision to allocate a dedicated budget
for this initiative reflects a growing institutional commitment to gender equity and
Dalit empowerment. The training focused on enhancing leadership, governance,
and advocacy skills. Participants engaged in sessions on political participation, rights-
based frameworks, and strategic communication. The event culminated in the
formation of the Dalit Women Elected Representatives Network at both district and
municipal levels a landmark achievement that promises stronger collective
representation and sustained policy engagement.

Leadership in Action: Capacity Building for
Elected Dalit Women Representatives

FEDO facilitated a district-level Common
Forum in Morang, bringing together elected
Dalit women representatives to share
experiences, challenges, and strategies for
inclusive governance. The forum served as a
safe space for solidarity, peer learning, and
collective visioning.

Common Forum for Dalit Women
Representatives
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Presidents and GEDSI Officers
from Kathmandu and Lalitpur
Metropolitan Cities also
participated, underscoring the
collective commitment to inclusive
policy action and intersectional
justice.

Discussions highlighted the
urgency of translating CEDAW’s
recommendations into concrete
measures, with emphasis on
representation, access to services,
and accountability mechanisms
tailored to the lived experiences of
Dalit and disabled women.

FEDO, in collaboration with the
National Women Commission and
consortium partners Access Planet,
BWAN, Pahichan Nepal, DDAN,
NIDWAN, and FWDN, successfully
organized an interaction and
sharing program on the concluding
observations of Nepal’s seventh
periodic report to the Committee on
the Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW). The focus
was on the rights and realities of
Dalit and disabled women and
adolescents, and the strategic steps
needed for implementation.

The event brought together a
diverse group of stakeholders,
including representatives from UN
agencies, INGOs, NGOs, ministries,
and commissions.

CEDAW Concluding Observations:
Interaction and Way Forward

‘सिड’ ले दिएका सिफारिस कार्यान्वयनका लागि गम्भीर बन्नुपर्नेमा जोडMore on |
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31 years of Resiliency
and Advocacy

FEDO marked 31 years of commitment to
justice, equality, and dignity for Dalit
women and marginalized communities.
The celebration was held at our central
office, where team members, supporters,
and long-time allies gathered to reflect on
our journey, honor the voices that shaped
our movement, and renew our dedication
to building an inclusive society.

Team members, long-time supporters, and
allies joined us to share memories, express
solidarity, and look ahead to the work that
remains. From grassroots organizing to
national and international advocacy,
FEDO’s path has been built through
collective strength and persistent action.

We extend heartfelt thanks to everyone
who has stood with us over the years. Your
support continues to inspire and empower
our mission. As we move forward, we
remain committed to amplifying Dalit
women’s voices and building a more just
and equitable Nepal.
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FEDO Bhaktapur successfully restructured its District Executive
Committee into a 7-member body during a program held at the
Bhaktapur District Coordination Committee Office. The reformation aims
to strengthen local leadership and ensure more effective coordination in
advancing Dalit women’s rights.

On the same occasion, a District-Level Elected Women’s Common
Forum was formed to bring together elected women representatives
across the district. The forum is envisioned as a platform to amplify
collective voices, foster collaboration, and promote inclusive governance
at the local level.

FEDO Bhaktapur Restructures District
Committee and Launches Elected
Women’s Forum
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Business Development and
Financial Literacy Training in Doti
FEDO Doti, in partnership with K.I. Singh Rural Municipality, conducted a
three-day training on business development and financial literacy for 25 Dalit
women. The sessions covered business planning, market strategies, and
policy awareness. Local officials emphasized the importance of women’s
economic empowerment, while participants shared that the training boosted
their confidence and entrepreneurial mindset

Dr. Ashwini K. P., UN Special Rapporteur on
racism, visited FEDO and met with Dalit activists
and civil society representatives. She
emphasized the importance of grassroots voices
in global advocacy and assured that concerns
on caste-based violence, justice, and
representation would inform her UN work. Her
visit also marked a personal reconnection,
recalling her earlier engagement with FEDO as
a student.

UN Rapporteur Dr. Ashwini K. P. Visits
FEDO



FEDO at Theory of Change
Workshop and Partners Platform
FEDO Nepal participated in the Theory of Change (ToC) Workshop and
Partners Platform Meeting 2025 organized by DCA Nepal. The two-day
program brought together consortium partners to reflect on progress,
review change pathways, and discuss strategic priorities.
Discussions focused on safeguarding, accountability, visibility, and
sustainability. FEDO contributed to joint planning on fundraising,
government compliance, and policy review. The event provided a space for
shared learning and collaboration to strengthen collective impact.
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Leadership and Governance
Program in Janakpur
FEDO organized a two-day program in
Janakpur to strengthen Dalit women’s
leadership and promote inclusive
governance. The event included capacity-
building sessions and stakeholder
discussions on policy implementation in
Madhesh Province. A follow-up training for
elected women representatives from all
eight districts was also held, with
participation from the Provincial Planning
Commission.
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FEDO held a discussion with the
Honorable Chief Minister of
Madhesh Province on the effective
implementation of the Dalit
Empowerment Act. The meeting
concluded on a positive note, with
shared commitment to advancing
inclusive policies and addressing
barriers faced by Dalit communities.
The dialogue opened space for
continued engagement and
collaboration in the days ahead.

FEDO welcomed new members of the
Elected Women Common Forum from
Yasodhara Rural Municipality and Kapilvastu
Municipality, Kapilvastu District. The forum
brings together committed women leaders
working to foster coordination among ward
members, municipal representatives, and
local authorities. Their collective efforts aim to
strengthen social coherence and advance
inclusive community development.

Welcoming Elected Women Leaders
in Kapilvastu

Dialogue with Chief Minister on Dalit
Empowerment Act



FEDO organized a Frontline Leaders Formation and Orientation
Programme in Kapilvastu, forming a group of 25 young leaders
committed to advancing the rights of Dalit women and girls.

The two-day program focused on strengthening leadership,
advocacy, and lobbying skills at the local level. Participants expressed
their commitment to mobilizing communities and promoting
inclusive governance through sustained grassroots engagement.
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Frontline Leaders Formation and
Orientation in Kapilvastu



A group of dynamic young leaders was formed in Rupandehi
through the Frontline Leaders Formation and Orientation
Programme, committed to advancing the rights of Dalit women
and girls through local advocacy and leadership.
Alongside, FEDO welcomed members of the Elected Women
Common Forum from Sainamaina, Tilotama, and Butwal. These
committed women leaders are working to build synergy among
ward members, municipal representatives, and local authorities
fostering social harmony and inclusive development.
 Together, these initiatives mark a vital step in amplifying Dalit
women’s voices and strengthening leadership in Lumbini
Province.
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Frontline Leaders & Elected
Women Forum – Lumbini
Province
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CASE STORIES 

Bhakta Kumari Bishwakarma from
Udaypur is growing more than
vegetables—she’s growing
confidence, independence, and hope.
With support from FEDO and KIOS,
she received hands-on training and
seed money to start her own
vegetable farm. Today, her thriving
farm is a source of income and pride.
Bhakta Kumari’s journey shows how
access to opportunity can lead to
lasting empowerment. When we
invest in women like her, we invest in
stronger families, resilient
communities, and a better future.

Binita Bishwakarma, from
Sindhupalchowk, is currently
pursuing her BALLB degree in
Pokhara. Her journey hasn’t been
easy but with support from FEDO and
FJS, she’s turning challenges into
purpose.
Binita dreams of becoming a lawyer
not just for herself, but for her
community. She’s determined to use
her legal education to stand up for
justice, challenge discrimination, and
amplify the voices of Dalit women
and girls. Her story is one of quiet
strength, resilience, and hope.

Binita
Bishwakarma

BALLB Student,
Pokhara

Bhakta
Kumari
Bishwkarma,
Udaypur
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CASE STORIES 
Manika Kumari Das, a young Dalit
woman from Madhesh Province, is
pursuing her BALLB degree with
support from FEDO and FJS. Her
decision to study law comes from a
deep desire to challenge injustice and
stand up for her community.
Inspired by the realities around her,
Manika is using education as a tool
for change. With every step, her voice
is growing stronger—along with her
commitment to justice, equity, and
empowerment.

Manika Kumari
Das,

BALLB Student
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MEDIA COVERAGE 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsuchanakendra.com%2F%3Fp%3D59834%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHp7jxykwMUnNTSgIQK_vAdDuG-RFh4CLpDxGEZP7HMlgYyqqVODJpffVpKDF_aem_-4b_kqdaZfv2RHYqOGOKww&h=AT2hzUJ5c9qJQukt7GPwSqpFmu4h1yn_QRVuqqiSwBh3XFMw58RlsWoq58PMlfpoHUxbJamY_kGRweve1Kw85k1IZegIFZxT43tea1RNIEYgq5ENp5-907tooI2nrf5QMIxoh9l5hR4mTsLvZ5thCVu7QrWXJoZn&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT1sagy3_YdZTbEWsrtNJVehtwyOxpELQuhFhR_Jkt0PlY0UaDeO-yFOYl1RlLuWYRyJC2zFTEMeZj3o4O3NTjdvWAMjLTz7dCflgzgwk-LynErPajCL10Wp7qDRFXdqemtVf0czis5ufqpbNu8QxShl_t7M1bhoEzKuN_Ih6Ct2bwqQkSj6UD-fOPRqBnAlzyLtzxxo--pXFkjFE5MlE7hnEw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmadheshpatra.com%2F2025%2F08%2F30%2F8063%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHi8WvJzM3-r_rQQVuWl1dh_K1lFV7FdV8RgT9nUQH6Wo-B2Na3xfztjTWXI5_aem_1JhxKEe7PNhmHb7ja_BvpQ&h=AT27noyFU2xNA9GQCJxNlEpTyJ3PFLJjJX0Z-wZgx0OjPFNp0rZWXdGH1aju_3xp3YHzYZs4a9s_mN1B1PBGJcPqhPnZu0S2GiPjuBm4X2x1KkG4lcHEvWJXOdVV-LXvydeHBrMvvK-6HOIkPtnt0uuzwb_kQ2b_&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT31CatjBHkh95tJ83teCN75l0D7H5r68bOwHza99pPom49e_l1uAmXhD_54DL9_tCtFqvqQLRjZl2pflWxSjLdAOTLYTrTfXNmC7ye_R7fvsWxSGcDPTW9-We_gJOPtMw7e-vmmxpE99NpgiV5Eb1rvUCahbL0h6So7IZTnTzMqfGXQd4AyRbNp6sTZL2bpR9pYWLYNM1f4E2RYz8MNWi1m1Q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nepalpress.com%2F2025%2F08%2F16%2F628997%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHi5sbuE61zf1GITHRuAIraEzYzmgNoLv-AcGv4EDt0LUNTZchrRhPjh4WldQ_aem_rCY5ZOwSb0vaJeno8b-Y0A&h=AT01mW6lTPNS2L2ukNPhYFWVRXWlKwDQoVjWrfWFUWR43jNtY0r5hVTUAm1l2jSvdHbvqENe_p5AuoIfkPae9TAFVMC-ByWbIY4JgHhGYERro7Bnb2oURNdUPwlt1Yp1xiiSkmozkjAEzBXQd6Tpk3B-RfqUjnjp&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT2-xXi4HiqZ8mUU5LWlLT7w_Ao5acKj09MUp0JX1rsC3Z7if9JChiOCyGBvoTf1_LaOyM71WDvbX2mbEp_7ZO1nsrreODpU7gJ2mw5Amida5H7S_iz9wqjqQtAd29I3u-hX-r3gbBAFdGX0HjU9Lyo714HUGKR1PFnYcB8LtbT1NGwrgBrcjgL4-amGGzDPChWNDipWpp1Tf7crAKQRAVZU7A
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.badulinews.com%2F2774%2Funcategorized%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHjStq5TGuED9d64PwdcjN2aA6iGXmZjLXmkgz-DCgT0Z_CUDJJHmj63h1I-u_aem_5RYPUfOAal_bzNWd9aHd3g&h=AT1bSF3Uc4gCCYmctFVW3wCaIvL7jPTDrdzTGDPv50RKJYixLFoMhIa3ajpgcAxZWoQqiMkycFMyfKOSNV51N1maH5LP87j4cJ42vO8hOGzumMvHmy_55XRX-hazXdUjNv8SoLWQFCOypEmYQy7pUp9W5Gc9VNk7&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT1J1Dys1sAxODMjyEwlQv-Hl0sspQMmMt7DaV1BHf1xwbaVBqKML3l4uAosqUVoxgHYBbmWo25G57LrSDk16_hAbdh30_XYsCziXyP8PkBMd1LFTGNFZbW4Nrn7txXkOM7azducO3dwggBIVyGXtAbGY3YMKT_NA9RuVSe3TBB9bz4MS7prlSXwJC6xDZRy8P83sItmcNsUWoeyTMa121u7iA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reportersnepal.com%2F2025%2F08%2F1115106%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHjg9qxYRmFePQhV-cGw_ctQ6m1EW8IZ1cNWJSdmmEh6wC5_16Ffm_4HDKurH_aem__X7aSjYGjKzw-8ADrJ8JuA&h=AT0tbr8zKWfIac4VRK97A5HXeT3OJkRYl8xEFmlc3TveznYsteHxr4-6d_5INWsOgJNlFd4pGPoqUKbPfoKWX9Lk2KQAMpUGAQqlRmZStKWq4tNDnnVv75FcN1nVVsL_cHyDSA_Px6EMI_MMMaEsKNWAcbtv2zeQ&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT0qIMfj9hBXSoLRb-Tk6468YyBbOa31uCa0pZd5nMvfHaqMuYU1OUoL6HzQuTVQK1WNuIrlI_VVv4gEblX-iOx_Hdf5Ddl1IoHaewFRH73C2EMKYqyjLcAwycJJ-yUtAmgk4O0wIYZJZIc5EV5JPmCxxOnghXAetcFEGkqRlTvh0EmgS4s59wVBDEvqIj2UiXP7MH9C5S_OFuJF12Mn63SeHQ
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MEDIA COVERAGE 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fenewspolar.com%2Ffedo-emphasized-on-equal-participation-of-dalit-women-in-policy-making%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHjBZ1vjQqpqFftJ_yCAg5D6cS8MxkES76Uxl6I7xto2VXvjcNWRIKibJDMgF_aem_PKIPim243aLjAX7gBNpnJg&h=AT1KuGiDGCE8NjO_M_k6PI8CHICgt0nlrUTEoffPQ_rk3r75ly5WJkhlDP5istSAGNMHZ5Pc9NsceD-Evr3KVRDtQhxC3cOon-q8RAspdJ0OOole8yO7bWy2zrqpRdKjXkSrZysa3Etq-3wQiEw2lvSYOykcDtqk&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT1s_8JkbAW_Lr0l8FIuT-j20Rwc03Q7CG2tidjFxLAdhxaQBeXMB3m9aQpRzUvLgJzpBFnVWy7TxmebWVn7ek1IlmPNG1AeRrohMq94whsMvZQDqRdDLrm_ubSVkVxvpF9zGkyCmk84FBOR5mP_2Tu_HfvA9aXiKrsrkt9y_pNM-CesBG71z8WhXzkYKPN-6BYEHEteY7X8nK9UGwEQ_gpcBQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fekantipur.com%2Fkoshi-pradesh%2F2025%2F07%2F22%2Fcomplaints-of-dalit-women-representatives-of-morang-they-are-not-allowed-to-speak-nor-are-they-given-the-budget-09-26.html%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHrxySHQmNfqcfE_6DaTAWOemA6Dny-0GdCZS_fS1OtOnMWAgnE6PHaKrXCfM_aem_0mxL2F_7x9-zQrJk_iK_Ug&h=AT1-S9KB21rs0GslXqCpf5RTrOrfYOvgl5IAR70P9M1y6t5X5RYLeiw76uT77YYqSkdmEki_IbACVaaXGYSpFrc0pX49kzFClih31Q8fptc1g1JJ1Vpb_dLxGOeSBiChtJ37iSyKlegYuhgXQ7y9-EnETeW1z2q0&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT0ZI2QUC7pLEAJLzBRjccGgg2d9TXFouL2TqU5OogFzN1YbjohAAZ4CONOixTMsbfSwY8pBeg1j7sLH_85LfXFRCbmeKjFrt3i7xgtrEzPIl4REfARQDv25ZC0jEOVD7K_jrBjs_dHVkmdqZ7RWcONG8OkIanNWtcR8jxpJV4D9c-az8LhwRTu_LW-pYWhubKQNVNRrZID_TOA5orbcmUOtYg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reportersnepal.com%2F2025%2F07%2F1108467%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHtrZrgmd8Knw4F2KTWmVzDmoU6xETIm39eJP27HWHqivMtlDf6-vjJGQALR1_aem_yM056ejCKDi0o5G8YwN-Mg&h=AT04l_nQpwEhvHjfBmIxwmIzy6GT6ot1KRKameDKqsmGzZkRjr2CG94oYHBgy-p8qQRBdV8dJ6X2pKdMPKj8RjrqSZvhWSSQRPx-KJQIXrpFcfXjTbSIgOYMOnE30rmbE7Re4fxft2x-aat1QpG67iaVT41N304o&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT2ffb8ppoM0B3fMPqAPs4LBhq0_mgRukKJ7AcbvufsV-s2auHthaeQhzzhpVKdRrAbqvEDFi-Xi0dpsRJHwpxRRDOCgJWi_yvR90OlcCyHJliOadIJPLPGcl1sx02EuplTUOAPguz3l8njZ221CxItziCvc42ZaG9QZrqNWpTMMMIEA39ek5onJxJxYcpJk4BToaf36liBsJiD0Qw9msZN7aw

