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World Social Forum WSF2024 Commission on the Status of Women CSW68 

Community Kitchen Launched FEDO’s Letter to National Planning Commission  



Leading the way: FEDO’s Visionary Approach to Dalit's
Women's Inclusion in 16th Five-Year-Periodic Plan 

The Feminist Dalit Organization (FEDO) presented a memorandum to Dr. Ram Kumar Phuyal,
a respected member of the National Planning Commission, on January 5th. In this
memorandum, FEDO stressed the necessity of adopting a focused strategy to address the
significant challenges faced by marginalized women, especially Dalit women. The objective of
this communication was to outline FEDO’s recommendations and requests regarding Nepal's
16th five-year periodic plan. Through this proactive step, FEDO aimed to influence the
planning process, ensuring that the concerns of Dalit women and other marginalized
communities receive adequate attention within Nepal’s development framework. This
initiative underscores FEDO’s dedication to advocating for and empowering Dalit women
across Nepal.
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    Supporting Recovery: FEDO's Relief Distribution in     
Jajarkot and Rukum 

In response to the aftermath of the earthquake, the Feminist Dalit Organization - FEDO, Nepal, in
collaboration with the Centre for Disaster Management Studies (acting as the secretariat for WFDM-
Gender and Inclusion Core Group and Women Humanitarian and DRR Platform-WHDRRP) and with
support from UN Women, has initiated the distribution of relief packages to the most vulnerable women in
earthquake-affected regions. These packages include essential winter items such as shawls, jackets,
blankets, thermoses, and sanitary supplies. These provisions are vital for ensuring the comfort, safety, and
well-being of those affected by the earthquake, particularly as they face the challenges of harsh winter
conditions in the aftermath of the disaster.
This joint effort reflects the power of solidarity and collective action during times of crisis. By reaching out to
1000 households in Jajarkot and Rukum West, including the elderly, single mothers, individuals with
disabilities, and those experiencing economic hardships, the initiative aims to offer not only material
assistance but also hope and comfort to those in need. Through their combined actions, FEDO, UN Women
Nepal, and CDMS demonstrate their dedication to gender-inclusive disaster response and recovery efforts,
ensuring that women's voices and needs remain central to relief endeavors.
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Empowering Resilience: FEDO's Community Kitchen
Initiative in Post-Earthquake Jajarkot and Rukum

The Feminist Dalit Organization (FEDO) led a Community Kitchen project in Ranagau, Bheri
Municipality, Jajarkot, and Rukum. This initiative, conducted in collaboration with the Feminist
Dalit Organization - FEDO, Nepal, and the Centre for Disaster Management Studies (secretariat
for WFDM- Gender and Inclusion Core Group and Women Humanitarian and DRR Platform-
WHDRRP), received support from UN Women. From March 4th to April 2nd, the project aimed to
provide meals to 75 households affected by the earthquake, totaling 375 meals daily, targeting
the poorest of the poor Dalit and marginalized communities. The goal was to support families
engaged in reconstructing their earthquake-damaged homes by offering them one-time meals,
thereby allowing them to save time for self-care and attending to their children's needs.  In
addition, nutritious food was provided to children under the age of two, reflecting our
commitment to addressing the comprehensive needs of the community. This ongoing initiative
showcases the resilience and mutual support among women in the aftermath of the earthquake,
highlighting the strength of community and solidarity.
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Building Back Better: Stakeholder Meeting in Jajarkot

A Stakeholder Meeting convened to garner support for recovery and rebuilding initiatives in Jajarkot. The
gathering featured key figures including the Mayor of Bheri municipality, the chief district officer, the
district coordinator, Ward Chairpersons, District Police, Media representatives, and various sector
representatives from Jajarkot. The agenda centered around assessing progress and discussing recovery
efforts post-earthquake. The dialogue highlighted the importance of collaboration and unity. Special
recognition was extended to the Feminist Dalit Organization - FEDO, and the Centre for Disaster
Management Studies (secretariat for WFDM- Gender and Inclusion Core Group and Women Humanitarian
and DRR Platform-WHDRRP for the contributions and facilitation at the grassroots level. Gratitude was
expressed for the dedication and commitment. The meeting concluded with a reaffirmation of collective
efforts towards resilience and recovery, emphasizing the significance of partnership in building a better
future.
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Interaction with local women of Sanibheri Rural
Municipality of Rukum (West)

A formal gathering was organized, bringing together women from the
Sanibheri Rural Municipality of Rukum (West), accompanied by
representatives from UN Women, the Feminist Dalit Organization
(FEDO), and the Centre for Disaster Management Studies (acting as
the secretariat for WFDM's Gender and Inclusion Core Group and the
Women Humanitarian and Disaster Risk Reduction Platform). The aim
was to witness the resilience and mutual support among these women
as they navigate the aftermath of the 2023 earthquake.
During the event, a visit was conducted with the beneficiaries and the
team responsible for the Community Kitchen. Their dedicated efforts
resulted in providing meals to 75 households in the municipality. This
highlighted the commendable endeavors towards recovery and
reconstruction, showcasing transformative initiatives that directly
impact the community. The gathering offered glimpses of unity, hope,
and progress, emphasizing the tangible outcomes of collective action.
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FEDO’s Engagement  on World Social Forum WSF2024 

FEDO's engagement in WSF 2024 underscored
its commitment to addressing the intersecting
challenges faced by Dalit women within the
larger framework of neoliberalism and
globalization critique. During the World Social
Forum (WSF) 2024 in Nepal from February 15th
to 19th, FEDO's involvement emphasized its
dedication to tackling the interconnected
obstacles encountered by Dalit women amidst
the broader critique of neoliberalism and
globalization.
Participation in events like the Solidarity March
not only strengthened FEDO's advocacy network
but also fostered unity in the fight against
discrimination and inequality. The visibility of
FEDO's stall, numbered 84, at the WSF served as
a platform for branding and raising awareness
about the organization's mission and initiatives.

Moreover, within the WSF, FEDO contributed to
a panel discussion focusing on the theme
"Addressing Challenges: Intersecting Caste and
Gender-Based Discrimination in South Asia,"
further highlighting the organization's role in
addressing complex issues at the intersection of
caste and gender.

In essence, FEDO's active involvement in WSF
2024 exemplified grassroots activism and
collaborative efforts aimed at promoting the
rights and well-being of Dalits, not only within
the context of Kathmandu but also on a global
scale. 

Speakers at WSF  Panel Discussion 
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Unity in Diversity: FEDO's Initiative in Nepal's Premier
Disability Symposium

The first National Symposium of Women and Girls
with Disabilities, held from March 1st to 3rd, 2024, at
Hotel Manang in Kathmandu, marked a significant
milestone as the first nationwide event to include
women with disabilities from all seven provinces of
Nepal. Led by a consortium of five organizations,
including the Access Planet Organization, Blind
Women Association Nepal, Feminist Dalit
Organization, National Indigenous Disabled Women
Association Nepal, and Pahichan Nepal, the event
aimed to promote collaboration across diverse
movements through an intersectional approach.
Funded by the Disability Rights Fund/Disability Rights
Advocacy Fund, the consortium is implementing a
two-year project titled "Building Bridge Towards
Intersectional Activism in Nepal," with BWAN serving
as the project's secretariat.

The symposium's formal inaugural ceremony featured
lighting ceremonies conducted by several
distinguished guests. Deputy Speaker Indira Rana
Magar served as the chief guest, with the event
chaired by Kala Sawarnakar, President of FEDO. Other
notable guests included Mr. Padam Bahadur Pariyar,
Honorable Member of the National Assembly; Ms.
Kamala Parajuli, Vice President of the National Women
Commission; Mr. Hari Datta Joshi, Honorable Member
of the National Inclusion Commission; Ms. Durga Sob,
Founding President of FEDO; Ms. Anita Ghimire, Vice
President of the National Disability Federation; and Mr.
Krishna Gahatraj, Program Officer for Nepal from
DRF/DRAF. The program was moderated by Renu
Sijapati, General Secretary of FEDO, while Pratima
Gurung, President of NIDWAN, welcomed guests and
highlighted the symposium's objectives. Additionally,
women and girls with lived experience of disability
performed songs and solo dances.
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KEY ACHIEVEMENTS     

• The symposium marks the first-ever event organized at a
nationwide level with diverse
participation of women with disabilities from all seven
provinces, which is a significant
milestone in itself.
• It has raised awareness and deepened the understanding
of participants regarding the
various and concurrent issues faced by women with
disabilities.
• The involvement of various stakeholders and officials of
government, NHRIs, UN agencies
and CSOs as speakers has increased their awareness
through the questions and stories
shared by women with disabilities during the sessions.
Symposium sessions were broadcast live through social
media and radio platforms,
effectively reaching thousands of people with the
symposium's messages.
• It has advanced the agenda of intersectionality within the
disability and women's rights
movements.

The agreement to promote intersectional
agendas through an Intersectional Feminist
Forum.
• The creation of a call for action, known as the
Kathmandu Declaration, provides a robust
advocacy tool for future endeavors. 
The symposium marked a significant
milestone in Nepal's women's rights
movement, exploring the intersectionality of
gender and disability. It emphasized the
urgent need for inclusive policies, data
collection, and collaborative efforts to address
the challenges faced by women and girls with
disabilities. Moving forward, it highlights the
importance of amplifying marginalized voices,
fostering diversity, and empowering
leadership within these communities.
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FEDO Leads Global Dialogue on Gender Equality at
CSW68 in New York

FEDO  participated in the 68th session of the
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW68)
in New York, focusing on advancing gender
equality and empowering women and girls
worldwide. Their engagement included
attending the opening session, participating in
Ministerial Roundtables, and contributing to
general discussions. The discussions brought
together global leaders and change-makers to
address gender equality issues and commit to
actionable solutions.
Special recognition was given to speakers
dedicated to discussing gender equality,
particularly for Dalit and Indigenous women and
girls, including representatives from Bagmati
Province Assembly and the Ministry of Women,
Children, and Senior Citizens of Nepal.

Additionally, FEDO collaborated with partners
such as Kira, DCA, and DFPA in a significant
meeting at the Danish UN Mission, NY, aiming to
amplify the impact of their work on gender
equality and poverty alleviation. This
collaborative effort emphasized the importance
of meaningful dialogue and action in shaping a
more equitable future.
In essence, FEDO's participation in CSW68
underscored their commitment to advancing
gender equality and empowering women and
girls globally through collaborative efforts and
meaningful engagement.
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Review and Reflection Meeting for the OVOC project took place. The purpose was to
assess the project's performance and impact, address any challenges encountered,
celebrate successes, and identify areas for improvement through open discussion and
reflection.

The event, organized by FEDO and Plan International Nepal, with support from the European Union
Nepal, brought together Social Work students for a constructive discussion session. Many of the
participants had backgrounds in Social Work, contributing valuable insights and ideas regarding
Civic Space and Civic Action. Additionally, the session featured OVOC Hub Information Sharing,
focusing on a digital platform aimed at enhancing civic, democratic, and civil spaces.
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The launch of OVOC Hub Platform brought together youths and CSOs from Bangladesh, Nepal, Thailand,
and the Asia Pacific. The event included speeches, panel discussions on youth engagement, and special
addresses on Civic Space Youth and Women Engagement by the EU Delegate of Nepal. This initiative
signifies a crucial step in creating a secure and impactful platform for global youth to collaborate and
advocate for positive change.



Entrepreneurship
Development Training in
Multiple Districts 

FEDO organized a 3-day
Entrepreneurship
Development Training across
several regions including
Bardiya, Dang, Surkhet, Kailali,
Makwanpur, and Morang. The
training included engaging
workshops and discussions
covering various topics such
as combating caste-based
discrimination and
untouchability, along with
essential areas like business
planning, financial
management, and effective
marketing strategies. These
valuable insights serve to
empower Dalit women
towards attaining financial
autonomy. The participants,
displaying enthusiasm and
dedication to learning, were
pivotal to the program's
success.

Training program for
frontline leaders in
Surkhet

FEDO conducted a training
program on February 22nd in
Surkhet for frontline leaders.
The program's objective was to
equip women with the skills
necessary to lead community
campaigns and develop
impactful campaign strategies.

Seed Funding
Empowering Women
Entrepreneurs Across
Multiple Districts

Seed funding allocated to
women's groups in Hetauda-
11, Shahid Smarak, has also
been disbursed across six
additional districts: Bardiya,
Dang, Surkhet, Kailali,
Makwanpur, and Morang.120
Dalit women have received
crucial business startup
support to kick start their
entrepreneurial ventures. This
initiative aims to equip Dalit
women with the necessary
skills and resources to
establish and manage
successful businesses,
fostering economic
empowerment and self-
reliance within the
community.

 Women and Men
Development Training
Program

A Women and Men
Development Training
Program took place in
Birendranagar, Surkhet, on
February 21st. The program
aimed to promote equality and
facilitate personal and
communal growth. It provided
an inclusive learning platform
for both women and men,
fostering transformative
experiences.

Digital Literacy Campaign
in Banke

FEDO conducted a digital
literacy campaign in Banke
on February 27th, with a
primary focus on empowering
women and youth. The aim
was to increase awareness
about cyber threats and
strategies to combat digital
violence, emphasizing the
importance of digital safety
and empowerment for the
community.
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 Shree Basudev Janata
Madhyamik Bidhyalaye
in Kapilvastu, Rangapur

FEDO hosted a thought-
provoking discussion
program on February 23rd at
Shree Basudev Janata
Madhyamik Bidhyalaye in
Kapilvastu, Rangapur -6. The
program aimed to tackle
caste and gender-based
discrimination among
students, striving to
understand these issues and
pave the way for a more
inclusive future.

Orientation session for frontline leaders across
multiple districts 

Training session for frontline leaders in Bardiya district,
encompassing Dang, Surkhet, Kailali, Makwanpur, and Morang,
aiming to establish a district-level network comprising 180
members. This initiative is geared towards empowering these
leaders to address pressing social issues, including gender-
based violence, participation, and leadership, for the
betterment of society. During the session, Founder President
Durga Sob and President Kala Swarnakar offered guidance and
inspiration to the frontline leaders, imparting valuable insights
into their roles and responsibilities in effectively managing
their networks.

Tharkudada, Tulsipur, Dang

On January 25th, 2024, FEDO successfully established a
network of locally elected Dalit women representatives in
Dangisaran Rural Municipality. This initiative is pivotal in
empowering marginalized communities and addressing
social injustices.
This network serves as a platform for sharing experiences
and learning, showcasing the potential for collective action
to drive positive change. By fostering unity among Dalit
women representatives, it has the capacity to significantly
advance advocacy efforts for social justice within their
respective areas.
Furthermore, FEDO's founder president, Durga Sob, and
President Kala Swarnakar visited and motivated a Dalit
women's group in Ward no. 9, Tharkudada, Tulsipur, Dang.
During the visit, they emphasized the importance of
leadership and collective action, highlighting the role these
qualities play in effecting meaningful change.
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Gandaki Province

Feminist Dalit Organization, organized a
dialogue session in Pokhara, bringing together
esteemed Members of the Gandaki Province,
representatives from various political parties, and
members of civil society organizations. The
primary purpose of this gathering was to engage
in discussions regarding the proposed Dalit
Empowerment Act.

During the session, participants likely exchanged
perspectives, insights, and concerns related to
the proposed legislation. Topics of discussion
have included the specific provisions of the act,
its potential impact on Dalit communities,
challenges in its implementation, and strategies
for ensuring effective empowerment of Dalits
within the region.
Such dialogue sessions serve as crucial platforms
for stakeholders to collaborate, deliberate, and
contribute towards shaping legislation that
addresses the needs and concerns of
marginalized communities. By convening such
discussions, FEDO facilitates the inclusion of
diverse voices and perspectives in the
policymaking process, ultimately striving
towards greater empowerment and social
justice.
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Sudurpashchim Province: Empowering Dalit
Women: A Step Towards Equality

On March 20th, FEDO (Feminist Dalit Organization)
orchestrated a pivotal gathering that convened
representatives from various administrative tiers. The
central theme of this gathering was the empowerment
of Dalit women, a crucial step towards fostering equality
within our society.
At the heart of the discussion was the recent enactment
of the Dalit Empowerment Act by the Sudurpashchim
Province Government. This legislative stride symbolizes
a significant milestone in the ongoing struggle for Dalit
rights and recognition.
The meeting served as a platform for stakeholders to
deliberate on strategies and initiatives aimed at
amplifying the voices of Dalit women and addressing
the multifaceted challenges they encounter. Through
collaborative efforts and meaningful dialogue, attendees
explored avenues to enhance access to education,
economic opportunities, healthcare, and social services
for Dalit women.
Furthermore, the event facilitated networking
opportunities, fostering partnerships among
government agencies, NGOs, and grassroots
organizations committed to advancing the rights and
well-being of Dalit women.
In essence, this gathering underscored the collective
commitment to dismantling barriers and fostering an
inclusive society where every individual, irrespective of
caste or gender, has the opportunity to thrive and
contribute meaningfully to the community.
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